MINUTEs ( 


Or soME LATE 


wo” 


CONVERSATIONS, 
5 


K e 
= 


Between the Revo. M. WESLEYS, 
| and Others. 
"PE | WOOL 


e 
. 8 | e 
: a Wits 

—L 


e 


DUBLIN: 
Printed by S. Powe I L, in Crane. lane, 
Mop CCXLIX, | 


- 
: 
» 
4 


rg 


2 4 - * e 
8 nm — N 5 ed e eee c | e : 

_— Sy, eons 22s roo ENTS IS gere e Seen Es e 

—x _” - 6 * E. rea * 25 . » 


| 
| 


1 ATTY * 2 
” — — 
N —:: . ̃ -ÄAQ _—_— 
* ns <4 ths * 


* 
, e 


3 


* 


— ̃ä 


* 880 
* a -.. —— — 


Converſation the Firſt. ,-- 


MONDAY,. 25th of June, 1744. 


HE following Perſons being met at the 
Foundery, ohn Weſley, Charles Weſley, 

John Hodges, Rector of Wenvo, Henry Pi- 

ers, Vicar of Bexley, Samuel Taylor, Vicar 

| of Quinton, and John Meriton, after ſome 
Time ſpent in Prayer, the Deſign of our Meeting was 


propos d, namely to Conſider, 


1. What to Teach. 

2. How to Teach and | 

3. What to do? 2. e. How to Regulate our Doctrine, 
Diſcipline and Practice. 

We began with conſidering the Doctrine of Juſtificati- 
on: the Queſtions relating to, with the Subſtance of the 
Anſwers given thereto, were as follows. 

9. 1. What is to be juſtified ? 

A. To bepardon'd, and received into God's Favour, 
into ſuch a State that if we continue therein, we ſhall be 
finally ſaved, _ 

2 2. Is Faith the Condition of Juſtification ? 

A. Yes; for every one who Believeth not is Con- 
demned ; and every One who Believes is juſtified, 

Q. 3. But muſt not Repentance and Works meet for 
Repentance go before this Faith ? 

4. Without doubt: If by Repentance you mean 
Conviction of Sin; and by Works meet for Repen- 
tance, obeying God as far as we can, forgiving our — 
ther, leaving off from Evil, doing Good and uſing his 
Ordinances according to the Power we have received. 
Q. 4. What is Faith? 

A. Faith in General is, a Divine, Supernatural Elen- 
chos of things not ſeen; 7. e. of Paſt, Future or Spiri- 

A 2 | tual 


E 7 
tual things: It is a Spiritual Sight of God and the _ 
things of God. SH =—_ 

Firſt, a Sinner is convinced by the Holy Ghoſt, =» 
« Chriſt loved me and gave himſelf for me — This is 5 
that Faith by which he is juſtifed or pardon'd, the mo- 
ment he receives it. Immediately the ſame Spirit bears 
Wunzſs, * Thou art pardon'd: Thou haft Redempti- 
on in his Blood ”——And this is ſaving Faith, whereby 
the Love of God is ſhed abroad in his Heart. 
9. 5 Have all Chriſtians This Faith? May nota 
Man be juſtified and not know it? - 
A. That all true Chriſtians have ſuch a Faith as im- 

Plies an Aſſurance of God's Love, appears from Rom. _ 
5, 18. Eph. 4, 32. 2 Cor. 13, 5. Heb. 8, 10. 1 Jobn, 
4, 10, 5, 19. And that no Man can be juftified and not | 
know it, appears farther from the Nature of the Thing. 
For Faith after Repentance is Eaſe after Pain, Reſt after 
Toil, Light after Darkneſs. It appears alſo from the 
Immediate, as well as diftant Fruits thereof. 

A. 6. But may not a Man go to Heaven without it? 
A. It does not appear from Holy Writ that a Man 
who hears the Goſpel, can: (Mark 16, 16.) whatever a 

Heathen may do. Rom. 2, 14. 

9. 7. What are the Immediate Fruits of juſtifying 
Faith ? | . 

A. Peace, Joy, Love, Power over all outward Sin, 
and Power to keep down Inward Sin. 
©. 8. Does any one Believe, who has not the Witneſs 
8 himſelf, or any longer than he ſees, Loves, Obeys i 

A. We apprehend not; ſeeing God being the very EL 
ſence of Faith; Love and Obedience the inſeparable 1 
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Properties of it. : 

£2. 9. What Sins are conſiſtent with juſtifying Faith? 

A. No wilful Sin. If a Believer wwilfully Sins, he 
caſts away his Faith. Neither is it poſſible he ſhou'd 
have juſtifying Faith again, without previouſly Repent- 
ing. | N 
I. 10. Muft every Believer, come into a State of 
Doubt or Fear, or Darkneſs Will he do ſo, unleſs by 
vl 821 Ignorance 
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3 Y of Works that ſpring from it! 
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_ Ignorance or Unfaithfulneſs? Does God otherwiſe with- 
draw himſelf? 


A. It is certain, a Reliever, need never again come 


2 into Condemnation. It ſeems, he need not come into 
aà State of Doubt or Fear or Darkneſs: And that (Ordz-- 
narily at leaſt) he avi/ not, unleſs by Ignorance or Un- 


faichfulneſs. Yet it is true, That the firſt Joy does ſel- 


dom laſt long: That it is commonly follow'd by Doubts 
and Fears; and that God frequently permits great Hea- 
vineſs, before any large Manifeſtation of himſelf. | 


2 11. Are Works neceſlary to the continuance of 


A. Without Doubt; for a Man may forfeit the Free 


5 Gift of God, either by Sins of Omiſſion or Comme” 
1 | Son. 


2. 12. Can Faitk be loſt, but for want of Works ? 
A. It eannot but thro' Diſobedience. 
2. 13. How is Faith ade perfect by Works ? 


1 Z. The more we exert our F aith, the more it is in- 
creas' d. To him that hath, ſhall be given. 
9 9. 14. St. Paal ſays, Abraham was vor juſtified by 


4 Mort. St. James, He was juſtified by M. 1 Do they 
not ＋ N each other? 


9 A. No: 1. Becauſe they do not ſpeak of the ſame 
1 Jullbcation.- St. Paul ſpeaks of that Juſtification 
= which was when Abraham was 75 Years old, above 20 


2 Years before 1/aac was Born. St. James of that Juſtifi-: 


3 cation which was when he offer'd up Jaac on the Al- 
3 2dly. Becauſe they do not ſpeak of the ſame Works. 


| St. Paul ſpeaking of Works that precede Faith : St. 
O. 15. In what Senſe is Adam's Sin imputed to all 


f | Mankind ? 


A. In Adam All die, 1. e. 1. Our Bodies then be- 
came Mortal. 2. Our Souls died, z. e. were diſunited 
from God. And hence, 3. We are all born with a 
ſinful Deviliſh Nature: By Reaſon whereof, 4. We 
are Children of Wrath, liable to Death Eternal. Rom, 
$4 18. Eph. 2, 3. 

9a 3 215. 


Works: Not Unbelievers, 


161 
2. 16. In what Senſe is the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
Imputed to all Mankind, or to Believers ? 

A. We do not find it expreſly affirm'd in Scripture, 
That God imputes the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt to any. 
+Altho' we do find, That Faith is imputed to us for 
Righteouſneſs. 7 

That Text, As by one Man's Diſobedience all Men 
were made Sinners, ſo by the Obedience of One, all were 
made Righteous,” we conceive means, by the Me- 
Tits of Chriſt, all Men are clear'd from the Guilt of 
Adam's actual Sin. | 
WMWie conceive farther, That thro' the Obedience and 

Peath of Chriſt, 1. The Bodies of all Men become 
Immortal after the Reſurrection, 2. Their Souls receive 
a Capacity of Spiritual Life; And, 3. An actual 
Spark or Seed thereof. 4. All Believers become Chil- 
dren of Grace, reconciled to God, and 5. made Par- 
takers of the Divine Nature. ; 

Q. 17. Have we not then unawares lean'd too much 
towards Calviniſm? _ 

A. We are afraid we have. | | 

2. 18. Have we not alſo lean'd towards Antinomia- 
niſm ? | 1 

A. We are afraid we have. 

©. 19. What is Antinomianiſm? 

A. The Doctrine which makes void the Law thro' 
Faith. | 3 

2.20. What are the main Pillars hereof ? 

A. 1. That Chriſt aboliſh'd the moral Law. c 

2. That therefore Chriſtians are not obliged to obſerve 

3. That one Branch of Chriſtian Liberty, is Liberty _: 
from obeying the Commandments of God. A 

4. That it is Bondage, to do a thing, becauſe it is 
commanded, or forbear it becauſe it is forbidden. 5 

5. That a Believer is not obliged to uſe the Ordi- 
nances of God or to do good Works. ro 

G. That a Preacher ought not to exhort to good 

33 it is hurtful ; not e- 
lievers, becauſe it is needleſs, (255 * 

2. 21. What was the Occaſion of St. Paul's writing 

his Epiſtle to the Galatians ? EY” 


2 


L731] 


A. The Coming of certain Men amongſt the Gala- 


'* tians, who taught, Except ye be Circumciſed and keep the 
Lau , Moſes ye cannot be ſawed. 


9. 22. What 1s his main Deſign therein ? 8 
A. To prove, 1. That no Man can be juſtified-»7 


ſaved by the Works of the Law, either Moral of Ri- 
tual, 2. That every Believer is juſtified by Faith in 


| Chriſt without the Works of the Law. 
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2. 23. What does he mean by the Works of the : 


© Law”? Gal. ii. 16, Ce. 


A. All Works which do not ſpring from F. aith in | 


© Chriſt 


9. 24. What by being Under the Law. Gal. 3, 23. 
A. Under the Mo/aick Diſpenſation. 

9. 25. What Law has Chriſt aboliſh'd ? 
A. The Ritual Law of Moſes. | 

9. 26. What is meant by Liberty? Gal. 5, v. 1. 

A. Liberty, 1. From the Law ; 2. From Sin, 


On T U ESDAY Morning June 26. 


was confidered. 


H E Doctrine of Sanctification: With Regard to 

which the Queſtions aſk'd and the Subſtance of 

the Anſwers given were as follows. 

Q. 1. What is it to be ſanctified? | 

A. To be renewed in the Image of God in Righte- 
ouſneſs and true Holineſs. 

Q. 2. Is Faith the Condition, or the Inſtrument of 
Sanctification? 

A. It is both the Condition and Inſtrument of it. 
When we begin to believe, then Sanctification begins. 
And as Faith increaſes, Holineſs increaſes, till we are crea- 
ted anew. 6 | 

2. 3. What is implied in being @ perfect Chri/- 
tian? | 

A. The loving the Lord our God with all our Hearts 
and with all our Mind, and Soul and Strength. Deut. 
6, 5, 30, 6. Exel. XXXvi. 25— 29. + 


1 
2. 4. Does this imply, That all inward Sin is taken 
away? 
* Without Doubt : Or how _ he be ſaid to be 
ſaved from all his Uncleanneſſis ? 
' 62. 5. Can we know One who is + this ſaved ? What 1s 
a reazonable Proof of it? 
A. We cannot without the miraculous Diſcernment 


of Spirits, be infallibly certain of thoſe who are thus 


ſaved. But we apprehend, theſe wou'd be bo beſt 
Proofs which the Nature of the thing admits, 1. If we 
had ſufficient Evidence of their unblameable Bcheriour, 
at leaſt from the Time of their Juſtification. 2. If they 
gave a Diſtinct Account of the Time and Manner where- 
in they were ſaved from Sin, and of the Circumſtances 
thereof, with ſuch ſound Speech as cou'd not be repro- 
ved. And 

3. If upon a Strict Enquiry from Time to Time, 
for two or three Years following, it appear'd that all 
their Tempers and Words and Actions were holy and 
unreprovable. 

9. 6. How ſhou'd we treat thoſe who think they have 
attained this ? 

A. Exhort them to | forget the Things that are be- 
hind, and to Watch and Pray always, that God may 
ſearch the Ground of their Hearts. 


WEDNESDAY, June 27. 


W E REAR to conſider Points of Diſcipline : With 
Regard to which the Queſtions aſk'd, and the 
Subſtance © the Anſwers given were as follows. 

2. 1. What is the Church of England? 


Ly A According to the 2oth Article, the Viſible Church 


of England is, The Congregation of Engliſh Believers 


in which the pure Nord of God is preach'd, and the Sa- 


craments du, adminiltred. 

(But the Word Church is ſometimes taken in a looſer 
Senſe, for“ a Congregation profeſſing to believe So it 
is taken in the 26th Article, and in the 1ſt, zd, and gd 
Chapters of the Revelation.) | 

Q. 2, What 


3 191 

2. z. What is a Member of the Church of Exg- 
| and? * | 

A. A Believer, hearing the pare Word of Gop 
> _preach'd, and partaking of the Sacraments duly admi- 
niſtred, in that Church. 
2.3. What is it to be zealous for the Church ? 1 

A. To be earneſtly deſirous of its Welfare and An- 
þ creaſe : Of its Welfare, by the Confirmation of its pre- 
ſent Members, in Faith, Hearing and Communicating : 
and of its Increaſe, by the Addition of new Members. 
2.4. How are we to defend the Doctrine of the 
) A Church ? | | 
Ai. Both by our Preaching and Living. 3 

2.5. How ſhou'd we behave at a falſe, or railing 
germon? Wu 
A. If it only contain perſonal Reflections, we may 
— quietly ſuffer it: If it Blaſpheme the Work and Spirit 
of God, it may be better to go out of the Church. In 
either Caſe, if Opportunity ſerve, it would be well to 
\ ſpeak or write to the Miniſter. 
2.6. How far is it our Duty to obey the Biſhops ? 
As. In all Things indifferent. And on this Ground 
of obeying them, we ſhou'd obſerve the Canons, ſo far 
ds we can with a ſafe Conſcience. | 
2.7. Do we ſeparate from the Church? 
A. We conceive not: We hold Communion there- 
with, for Conſcience ſake, by conſtantly attending both 
the Word preach'd and the Sacraments adminiſtred 
> therein, | 
2. 8. What then do they mean who ſay, © you ſepa- 
nate from the Church” ? | 
A. We cannot certainly tell. Perhaps they have no 
-2 determinate Meaning: Unleſs, by the Church they 
mean Themſelves ; i e. That Part of the Clergy who ac- 
eeuſe us of preaching falſe Doctrine. And it is ſure we 
do herein ſeparate from them, by maintaining that 
which they deny. te 
= 2 8 But do you not weaken the Church? 

4 Do not they who aſk this, by the Church mean 
= *bem/elves? We do not purpoſely weaken any Man's 
Hands. But accidentally we may, thus far: They who 
4 | come 


WG, 
\ 2 


1981 


come to know the Truth by us, will Efteem ſuch as £ 

deny it, leſs than they did before. the 
Hut the Church, in the proper Senſe, the Congrega- « 
tion 85 Engliſh Believers, we do not weaken at all. 1 

A. 10. Do you not entail a Schiſm on the Church ? x 

Ts it not probable, that your Hearers after your fo 

N. Head will be ſcatter'd into all Sects and Parties? Or mi 

| ö that they will form themſelves into a Diſtinct Sect? | 

q! A. 1. We are perſuaded the Body of our Hearers will 

q even after our Death remain in the Church, unleſs they 

ot be thruſt out. 7 

22. We believe notwithſtanding, either that they 7 

will be thruſt out, or that they will leaven the whole 

Church. 
3 We do, and will do, all we can, to prevent thoſe 


Conſequences which are ſuppoſed likely to happen after 
our Death. 


4. But we cannot with a good Conſcience neglect the 
preſent Opportunity of ſaving Souls whale we live, for . 
fear of Conſequences which may poſſibly or probably 4 
pens after we are dead. 7 


Converſation the Second. A 


Briſtol, THURSDAY, Auguft 1. 1745. 


2 following Perſons being met together at tgne 
New Room, John Weſley, Charles Weſley, Fohn © 
Hedges, Thomas Richards, Samuel Larwood, Thomas 
Meyrich Fames Wheatly, Richard Moſs, Fohn Slocombe, 
Herbert Fenkins, and Marmaduke Gwynne : 3 
It was propoſed to review the Minutes of the laſt A 
Conference with regard to Juſtification. And it was 
aſk d, 

9. 1. How comes what is written on this Subject to 
be ſo intricate and obſcure? Is this Obſcurity from the 
Nature of the Thing itſelf? Or, from the Fault er 
Weakneſs of thoſe who have generally treated of it ? 4 
A. We apprehend this Obſcurity does not ariſe from 
the Nature of the Subject: But, perhaps, partly from ⁶ 
ven ce, that the Devil 8 labour to 7 a 
ge et 
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8 Subject of the greateſt Importance: and partly fo 
bf it. 


e extreme Warmth of moſt Writers who have treated 


9. 2. We affirm Faith in CHRIST is the ſole Condi- 


4 jon of Juſtification. But does not Repentance go be- 
I ore that Faith ? Yea, and (ſuppoſing there be Opportz” # 


pity for them) Fruits or Works meet for REPentange # 
+ A. Without Doubt they do. 

| 5 9. 3. How then can we deny them to be Conditions 
of Juſtification ? Is not this a mere Strife of Words ? 


But it is worth while to continue a Diſpute on the Term 
Condition. 


A. It ſeems not, tho' it has den grievouſſy abuſed. 


3 But ſo the Abuſe ceaſe, let the Uſe remain. 

'} 9.4. Shall we read over together Mr. Baxter's Apho- 
riſms concerning Juſtification ? 

A. By all Means: Which were accordingly read. 


And it was defired, that each Perſon preſent would in 


3 he Afternoon conſult the Scriptures cited therein, and 
bring what Objections might occur the next Morning. 


2 
FRI D AV, Auguſt 2. The * was propoſed. 


IS an Aſſurance of God's pardoning Love ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to our being in his Favour ? 


4 0 may there poſſibly be ſome exempt Caſes ? 


A. We dare not poſitively ſay, There are not. 


2. 2. Is ſuch an Aſſurance abſolutely neceſſary to In- 
9 ward and Outward Holineſs ? 


4. To Inward, we apprehend it is: To Outward 


3 > Holineſs, we incline to think, it is not. 


Q. 3. Is it indiſpenſably neceſſary to final Salvation ? 


A 7 Suppoſe in a Papiſft? Or a Quaker? Or, in general, 


among thoſe who never heard it preach'd ? 


F A. Love hopeth all Things. We know not how far 
any of theſe may fall under the Caſe of invincible Igno- 
Z rance. 


2. 4. But what can we ſay of one of our own So- 
cicty, who dies without it, as J. V. at London! YES 
| It 


ö 
| 
| 
| 
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A. It may poſſibly be an exempt Caſe (if the Face 
was really 60 put cM determine wy gg ts leave his ; 
Soul in the Hands of him that made it. .. 
. 5. Does a Man believe any longer than he ſees a 
bd H. We conceive not. But we allow there may be in 
finite Degrees in ſeeing Gop : Even as many as there 
are between him who ſees the Sun, when it ſhines on his 
Eye-lids cloſed, and him who ſtands with his Eyes 
wide open, in the full Blaze of his Beams. | Y 
8 2. 6. Does a Man believe any longer than he loves 
OD ? | 1 
A. In no wife. For neither Circumciſion or Uncir- 
cumciſion avails, without Faith working by Love. 3 
©. 7. Have we duly conſidered the Cafe of Cornelius 
Was not he in the Favour of Gop, when his Prayer 
and Alms came up for a Memorial before God? i. e. Be- 
fore he believed in CHRIST? | 1 
A. It does ſeem that he was, in ſome Degree. But 

2 ſpeak not of thoſe who have not heard the Goſ- 


Pe 8. But were thoſe Works of his /plendid Sins? 
A. No; nor were they done without the Grace of 
Curist. OTTER EF 1 
2. 9. How then can we maintain, That all Works 
done before we have a Senſe of the pardoning Love of 
Gov, are Sin? And, as ſuch, an Abomination- to 
A. The Works of him who has heard the Goſpel, 7 
and does not believe, are not done as Gov hath ai’ 
and commanded them to be done. And yet we know not 
how to ſay, That they are an Abomination to the Logy 2 
in him who feareth Gop, and from that Principle, does 
the beſt he can. | EP 3 
2. 10. Seeing there is ſo much Difficulty in this Sub- 
ject, can we deal too tenderly with them that oppoſe 
A We cannot; unleſs we were to give up any Part 
of the Truth of Goo. os — --þ 
211. Is a Believer conſtrained to obey Gov 9 4 1 
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13.1 
4. At firſt he often is. The Love of Cux is con- 
Aiseineth him. After this, he may obey, or he may 
7 not ; no Conſtraint being laid upon him. 
2. 12. Can Faith be loſt, but thro' Diſobedience? 
A. It cannot. A Believer firſt inwardly diſobeys, in- L 
Aclines to Sin with his Heart: Then his Intercourſe wit 
God is cut off, . e. His Faith is loſt. And after is. 
hi: he may fall into Outward Sin, being now wealg and 
like another Man. | 
es 2. 13. How can ſuch an one recover Faith? 
A. By repenting and doing the firſt Works, Rev. 


. = 14. Whence is it that fo: great a Majority of 
mo Z ' thoſe who believe fall more or leſs into Doubt or Fear ? 
2 A. Chiefly from their own Ignorance or Unfaithful- 
neſs: Often from their not watching unto Prayer: Per- 
Be- 3 br ſometimes from ſome Defect, or Want of the Power 

of Gov in the Preaching they hear. 
But 3 9. 15. Is there not a Defe&t in Us? Do we 
preach as we did at firſt? Have we not changed our 
octrines ? 


A. 1. At firſt we preached ama wholly to Unbe- 


- | 1 1 lievers. To thoſe therefore we ſpake almoſt continually, 
doof Remiſſion of Sins thro' the Death of CHRISH, and 
wa the Nature of Faith in his Blood. And ſo we do ſtill, 

8 of | 5 Jamong thoſe who need to be taught the firſt Elements of 
to the Goſpel of Chriſt: 

2. But thoſe in whom the Foundation is already laid, 
ſpe! 3 we exhort to go on to Perfection: Which we did not 
%% ſee ſo clearly at firſt; altho' we occaſionally ſpoke of i it 

not from the beginning. 

ory . 3: Yet we now preach, and that continually, Faith 

40s in CHRIST, as the Prophet, Prieſt and King, at leaſt, 
as clearly, as ſtrongly, and as fully, as we did ſix 

Sub- 1 Years ago. 

noſe 3} NV 16. Do we not diſcourage Viſions ind Dreams 

'P too much? As if we condemn'd them tro genere. 

part H. We do not intend to do this. We neither diſ- 


courage nor encourage them. We learn from Ads ii. 
19, Cc. to expect ſomething of this kind in the left 
B OY . 
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Days. And we cannot deny that ſaving Faith is often 
given in Dreams or Viſions of the Night: which Faith 
we account neither better nor ware, than if it came by 
any other Means. 3 
2. 17. Do not ſome of our Afliſtants preach too ; 
WED of the Wrath, and too little of the Love of 
9 1 
3, \ We fear they have lean'd to that extreme; ; and 
_ ſome of their hearers may have loſt the Joy of 
aith ? 4 
D, 18. Need we ever preach the Terrors of the 
Lox to thoſe who know they are accepted of him! 
A. No; it is Folly ſo to do: For Love is to them 
the ſtrongeſt of all Motives. 1 
2 19. Do ve ordinarily repreſent a juſtified State ſo 
great and happy as it 1s ? » 
A. Perhaps not. A Believer, walking in the Light, i is 
inexpreſſibly great and happy. 3 
. 20. Should we not have a Care of depreciating _ 
Joſtikcation, in Order to exalt the State of full SanCuifi- | N 
cation? 2 
A. Undoubtedly we ſhould beware of this : for one 7 
may inſenſibly ſlide into it. 0 
25 21. How ſhall we effectually avoid it ? 0 
A. When we are going to ſpeak of Entire Sanddiß. : 
cation, let us firſt deſcribe the Bleſſings of a e 4 
State, as ſtrongly as poſſible. t 
2. 22. Does not the Truth of the Goſpel lie very 1 
near both to Calvini/m and Antinomiani/m ? 5 
A. Indeed it does: as it were, within a Hair's Breadth. 4 
So that 'tis altogether fooliſh and ſinful, becauſe we do 
not quite agree either with one or the other, to run 4 
from them as far as ever we can. 3 
2. 23. Wherein may we come to the very Edge oft 1 
Calviniſm? 15 
As. In aſcribing all Good to che free Grace of Gov: A 
2. In denying all natural free Will, and all Power antece- 1 
dent to Grace; and 3. In excluding all Merit from 
Man ; even for what he has or does by the Grace of 


_ Gop. 
_ 


6 
3 


en! 2. 24. Wherein may we come to the Edge of Anti- 
ait ned ? 


BD” 1. In exalting the Merits and Love of CarisT. 
. In rejoicing evermore. 

A Does Faith ſuperſede (ſet aſide the Neceſlity 
1 f) Jolinef or Good Works ? I, 


A. In no wiſe. So far from it chat! it implies both, 
Ty | Cake does it's Effects. 7 * 
of 5 © About Ten, we fines to Speak of Sancti cation: With - 
the 4 regard to which, it was inquired; 
2; _ n. HEN does inward Sanctification begin? 


A. In the Moment we are juſtified. The Seed 
te ſo of every Virtue is then ſown in the Soul. From that Time 
dhe Believer gradually dies to Sin, and grows in Grace. 
kt, is Vet Sin remains in him; yea, the Seed of all Sin, till 


1 


be is ſanctified throughout i in Spirit, Soul and Body. 


ating _ 2: 2- What will become of a Heathen? a Papif, a 
oe Church of England man? if he dies without being thus 


ſanctified? 

Ai. He cannot ſee the Lo Rx D.: But none who ſeeks 
it fincerely ſhall or can die without it: Tho' poſſibly he 
— may not attain it, till 1 very Article of Death ? 

2. SF. Is it ordinari uy given till a little before Death ? 
3 t is not, to thoſe that expect it no ſooner, nor 
0 . aſk for it, at leaſt, not in Faith. 

2. 4. But ought we to expect it ſooner ? 

=. 4 hy not ? For altho' we grant, 1. That the Ge- 
nerality of Believers, whom we have hitherto known, 
q were not ſo ſanctified till near Death. 2. That few of 
1 3 . to whom St. Paul wrote his Epiſtles were ſo at the 
| Time he wrote. 3. Nor he himſelf at the Time of wri- 


1 Mi Wing his former Epiſtles. Yet this does not prove that 
Se A we may not to-Day. 


58 


Gon: . V 5- But would not one who was thus ſanctified be 
wtece incapable of worldly Buſineſs ? | 
from A4. He would be far more capable of it than ever, as 
= oi going thro' all without Diſtraction. 
2. 6. Would he be capable of Marriage * 
9. 2 ＋ 9 4. * ſhou'd he not ? TL: 
"i B 2 . 
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who hink they have attain d? 


Danger of periſhing at laſt. No, not even if they re- 
8 4 main in /uminous Faith, (as ſome term it) for many Months 


1 to Gop. | 
2. 8. In what Manner ſhould we preach entire Sancti- 
fication ? - | | 
A. Scarce at all to thoſe who are not preſſing forward. 
To thoſe who are always by Way of Promiſe : Always 
drawing, rather than driving. 

2. 9. How ſhould we wait for the fulfilling of this 
Promiſe ? FEY. | 
A In univerſal Obedience: in keeping all the Com- 


Croſs daily. Theſe are the general Means which Gop 


The Particular are, Prayer, Searching the Scripture, 
Communicating and Faſting, e Og 


Converſation the Third. | 


Meſtell, and Thomas Willis, It was inquired : 
Reſpects) challenge any thing of Goo's Juſtice ? 


which we cannot too much inſiſt on. 


all our Might ta overturn their falſe Foundations? 


A. We ſhould. And the rather, becauſe if they are 
faithful to the Grace they have received, they are in no 


dr. Years: perhaps till within a little Time of their 


mandments, in denying ourſelves, and taking up our 


Kath ordained for our receiving his ſanctifying Grace. 


T HE following Perſons being met at the New 
1 Room in Brifte/: John Weſley, Charles Weſley, © 
Jobn Hodges, Jonathan Reeves, Thomas Maxfield, Thomas 


2. 1. Can an Unbeliever (whatever he be in other Z 
, Abſolutely nothing but Hell. And this is a Point 
22 2. Do we. empty Men of their own Righteouſ- 9 
neſs, as we did at firſt? Do we ſufficiently labour, 
when they begin to be convinced of Sin, to take away 
all they lean upon? Should we not then endeavour with Þ 


A. This was at firſt one of our principal Points. And 


2. Should we not beware of bearing hard on thoſe 


” it ought to be ſo till. For, till all other Foundations 
ate overturned, they cannot build upon CAI? 


2 2 


l . 3. Did we not ther purpoſely throw them into 

4 1 Convictions ? Into ſtrong Sorrow and Fear? Nay, did 
2 7 we not ſtrive to make 3 inconſolable ? Refuſing to 
he be comforted ? \ 
_ 9 A. We did. And ſo we ſhould do ſtill. For, the * 
* ſtronger the Conviction, the ſpeedier 1 is the Dfiive- 
Trance. And none ſo ſoon receive the Peace of God, as 

; _ thoſe who ſteadily refuſe all other Comfort. 

2.4. Let us conſider a particular Caſe. Was you, 


d. 4 Jonathan Reeves, before you received the Peace of God, 
3 convinced, that notwithſtanding all you did, or could 
= do, you was in a State of Damnation? 

12 F. R. I was convinced of i, as fully as that I am 
* I now alive. 

* 2. 5. Are you fure that Son was from Gop ? 
55 R. I can have no Doubt but it was? | 

. 2. 6. What do you mean by a State of Damna- 
re, : 3 tion b 


J. R. A State, wherein if a a Man dies he periſheth 


for ever. 
= 2.7. How did that Conviction end ? 
Y F. R. I had firſt a ſtrong Hope that Gop would de- 
liver me: And this brought a Degree of Peace, But 
I had not that ſolid Peace of Goo, till Cyr1sT was 
revealed in me. | 
* 1 2. 8. But is not ſuch a Truſt in the Love of Goo, 
j tho it be as yet without a diſtin& Sight of Gop, recon- 
© ciled to me thro' CHRIST Jesus, a low degree of juſti- 
Fi Faith ? 
, J A. It is an Earneſt of it. But this abides for a 
2 E Time only : Nor is this the proper Chriſtian 
F ait 
29. By what Faith were the Apoſtles clean, before 


| | L Cunisr died? 

ur, J A. By ſuch a Faith as this; by a Jew7/b Faith. For 
the Holy Ghoſt was not then given. 

ay | 

2 2. 10. Of whom then do you underſtand thoſe 


A 8 (Ja. J. 10.) Whois t among you that fearrth 
? 3 7; 
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the Lord? That obeyeth the Vaice of bin Servant, that 


wwalketh im Darkneſs, and hath wo Light ? 


A. Of a Believer under the 7 ewvi/h Diſpenſation : 6 
One in whoſe Heart Gop hath not yet ſhined, to give 
him the Light of the glorious Love of 88 in the 


Vs of JEsus CHRIST. 


11. Who is a Few (inwardly) * 
A Servant of Gor : One who ſincerely obeys 
kim o of Fear. Whereas a Chriſtian (inwardly) is a 


Child of Gop ; one who fincerely obeys him out of 


Love. But was not you ſincere before CHRIST was 
revealed in you ? ; 
F. R. It ſeem'd to me that I was in ſome Meaſure. 
2. 12, What is Sincerity ? : 
A. Willingneſs to know and do the whole Will of 
Gop. The loweſt. Species thereof ſeems to be Faith- 
Ju in that which is little. f 
13. Has Gop any Regard to Man's Sincerity ? 
'£ 80 far, that no Man in any State can poſſibly _ 
ale Gov. without it: Neither indeed in any Moment 
wherein he is not ſincere. * 
2. 14. But can it be conceived that Gop has an 


| Regard to the Sincerity of an Unbeliever ? 


4. Yes, ſo much, that if he perſevere therein, Gov. 
will infallibly give him Faith. RH 
© rg. What Regard may we conceive him to have, 
to the Sincerity of a Believer ? A 
* So much, that in every ſincere Believer he fulfils 

G. ib. and precious Promiſes. 1 
Whom do you term a Sincere Believer ? 


7 One that walks i in the Light, as Goo is in the | ; 


L 
| 2 Is Sincerity the ſame with a ſingle Eye ? 


Net altogether, The latter refers to our Intention; 1 


mme 1 to our Will or Deſires. 


2. 18. Is it not all in all? _ 1 
A. All will follow perſevering Sincerity. G 


Lives every thing with it; nothing without it. 


2; 19. Are not then Sincerity and Faith ahnt Fa. 
Terms ? he 
A, By 


[19] | 
ft >} A. By no Means. It is at leaſt as nearly related to 
Works as it is to Faith. For Example; Who is fincere 
before he believes? He that then does all he can: He 
e „ that, according to the Power he has received, brings 
ae forth Fruits meet for Repentance. Who is ſincere after he be. 
lieves: He that, from a Senſe of God's Love, is zea- 
lous of all good Works. 178 . 
2. 20. Is not Sincerity what St. Paul terms x Milling 
a _ Mind? 3 Nel? 2 Cor. viii. 12. 
of A. Ves: If that Word be taken in a general Senſe. 
Por it is a conſtant Diſpoſition to uſe all the Grace given. 
| 2. 21. But do we not then ſet Sincerity on a Level 
with Faith? 5 | 
A. No. For weallowa Man may be ſincere, and not 
of be juſtified, as he may be penitent, and not be juſtified : 


þ- ot as yet) But he cannot have Faith, and not be juſti- 
fed. The very Moment he believes he is juſtified. 
2.22. But do we not give up Faith, and put 8 

ly in: its Place, as the Condition of our Acceptance wi 

nt 60D? - 


Al. We believe it is one Condition of our Acceptance, 
ds Repentance likewiſe is. And we believe it a Condi- 
tion of our continuing in a State of Acceptance. Yet 
> we do not put it in the Place of Faith. It is by Faith 
> the Merits of Cuxisr are applied to my Soul. But if 


ve, I am not ſincere, they are not applied. 
2. 23, Is not this that going about to eflabliſh your 
fils 4 ewn Righteouſneſs, whereof St. Paul ſpeaks, Rom. x. 4? 


A. St. Paul there manifeſtly ſpeaks of Unhelievers, 
= who ſought to be accepted for the Sake of their own. 
= Righteouſneſs, We do not ſeek to be accepted for the 
Sake of our Sincerity ; but thro' the Merits of CuzisT 
alone. Indeed, ſo long as any Man believes, he cannot 
= go about (in St. Paul's Senſe) to eftabli/h his own Righ- 
28 8 teouſneſs. | | | 

2. 24. But do you conſider, That we are under the 
3 Covenant of Grace? And that the Covenant of Works 
is now aboliſh'd? | | r 
A. All Mankind v ere under the Covenant of Grace, 
from the very Hour tnat the original Promiſe was made. 
If 


[20] 
If by the Covenant of Works you mean, That of un- 
ſinning Obedience made with Adam before the Fall: No * 
Man, but Adam, was ever under that Covenant: For it 
was aboliſhed before Cain was born. Yet it is not ſo 
aboliſhed, but that it will ſtand, in a Meaſure, even to 
the End of the World, 1. e. If we do this, we ſhall 
Ilie; if not, we ſhall die eternally : If we do well, we 
ſhalKlive with Gop in Glory: If Evil, we ſhall die 
the ſecohd Death. For every Man ſhall be judged iu 
that Day, and rewarded according to his Works. 
9. 25. What means then, To him that believeth his 
Faith is counted for Righteouſneſs ? | 
A. That God forgives him that is unrighteous as ſoon _ 
as he believes, accepting his Falth inſtead of perfect 
Righteouſneſs. But then obſerve, univerſal Righteouſ- 
neſs follows, tho' it did not precede Faith. 
9. 26. But is Faith thus counted to us for Righteouſneſs, 
at whatſoever Time we believe ? | . 
A. Yes. In whatſoever Moment we believe, all our 
paſt Sins vaniſh away. They are as tho' they had never 
(SY and we ſtand clear in the Sight of Gop. 1 


TUESDAY, 10 9 Clock. 4 f 
R. Taylor of Quinton, and J. Glaſer being ad-. 


M ded, it was inquired, E 
2. 1. Are not The Aſſurance of Faith, the Inſpira. 
tion of the Holy Ghoſt, and the Revelation of CHRIS r 
in us, Terms nearly of the ſame import? | 
A. He that denies one of them, muſt deny all; they 

are ſo cloſely connected together. | 
2. 2. Are they ordinarily, where the pure Goſpel is 

preached, eſſential to our Acceptance? 

A. Undoubtedly they are; and as ſuch, to be inſiſted 
on, in the ſtrongeſt Terms. | ERS 
9. 3. Is not the whole Diſpute of Salvation by Faith, 7 
or by Works, a mere Strife of Words ? RS 
A. In aſſerting Salvation by Faith, we mean this 
1. That Pardon, (Salvation begun) is received by 7 
Faith, producing Works. 2. That Holineſs (Salvation 
leads, e continued) 


| = fr] 
eontinued) is Faith working by Love: 3. That Hea- 


ven (Salvation finiſhed) is the Reward of this Faith. 
If you who aſſert Salvation by Works, or by F aith 


8 e15 ? 


and Works, mean the ſame Thing (Underſtanding by 
Faith, The Revelation of Chriſt in us, by Salvation, 

Pardon, Holineſs, Glory) we will not ftrive. with ou 5 
at all. If you do not, this is not a Szrife of N. 


But the very Vitals, the Eſſence of nn the 


; Thing in Queſtion. 
2. 4. Wherein does our Doctrine now differ from 


4 at we preach d when at Oxferd ? 


A. Chiefly in theſe two Points: 1. We then knew 


nothing of that Righteouſneſs of Faith, in Juſtificati- 
on; nor 2. Of the nature of Faith itſelf, as implying | 
Conſciouſneſs ef Pardon, 
f 12 8 May not ſome Degree of the Love of _ 
g0 be 


ore a diſtin Senſe of Juſtification ? 
A. We believe it may. 
9. 6. Can any Degree of Sanclification or Holi- 


A. Many Degrees of Outward Holineſs may: Vea, and 


N ſome Degree of Meekneſs, and ſeveral other Tempers 


IM 
. 


hich wou'd be Branches of Chriſtian Holineſs, but 
chat th do not ſpring from Chriſtian Principles. For 


2 the abiding Love of God cannot ſpring, but from Faith 
4 in a pardoning God. And no true Chriſtian Holineſs 
can exiſt, without chat Love of God for its Foundati- 
on. 


9. 7. Is every Man, as ſoon as he believes: a new 


3 Creature, ſanctified, Pure in Heart? Has he then a 
new Heart? Does Chriſt dwell therein? And is he a 
4 |: Temple of the Holy Ghoſt ? 


A. All theſe Things may be affirm'd of every Be- 
erer. in a true Senſe. Let us not therefore contradict 
thoſe who maintain it. Why ſhou'd we contend about 


4 Wo ? 


Converſation 
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Converſation the Fourth. 
TUESDAY, June 16. 1747. 


Vicar of Hayes: Richard Thomas Bateman, Rector of St. 


Bartholomew's the Great, Henry Piers, Howell Harris, 
and Thomas Hardwick, Tt was inquired, 


- Chriſt loved e and gave himſelf for me? 
A. We believe it is. | | 


2. 2. What is the Judgment of moſt of the ſerious 
Diſſenters concerning this? 


4. They generally allow, That many Believers have 
ſuch an Aſſurance: And 


That it is to be deſired and prayed for by all: 
But then they affirm, 
Faith: 
or neceſſarily implied therein. 


had not this Aſſurance, tben it is not neceſſarily implied 
in Juſtifying Faith: | 

ut the true Believers of old had not this Aſſu- 
rance. | 


in Chriſtian Faith. 
ſelves had it not, till after the Day of Pentecoft ? 
ſtian Faith, till after the Day of Pentecoſt. 


7h & following Perſons being met at the Foun- 9 
\ | dery. = 
7 Weſley, Charles Weſley, and Charles Manning. 


2. 1. Is juſtifying Faith, a Divine Aſſurance, that 


That this is the Higheſt Species, or Degree of © 


That itis not the Common Privilege of Believers : 
_ Conſequently, They deny that this is juſtifying Faith, 


2. 3. And are there not ſtrong Reaſons for their 3 
Opinion? For Inſtance: If the true Believers of old 


A. David, and many more of the Believers of old, 3 : 
undeniably had this Aſſurance. But even if the Fews 2 
had it not, it would not follow, That this is not implied 


©. 4. But do you not know, That the Apoſtles them- 
A. The Apoſtles themſelves had not the proper Chri- 2 
Q. 5. But were not thoſe Chriſtian Believers, in the © 


proper Senſe, to whom St. John wrote his firſt —_— 1 
| | et 


et to theſe he ſays, ch. v. ver. 13. Theſe Things have J 

foritten unto you that believe on the Name of the Son of 
0b, That ye may know that ye have eternal Life, ana 
bat ye may believe on the Name of the Son of GOD. 
A. This does not prove, That they did not know they 
bad eternal Life, any more than that they did not believe. 
His plain Meaning is, © I have written unto you, chat 
vou may be the more eſtabliſhed in the Faith.” There- 


4 Fore it does not follow from hence, That they had not 
;; This Aſſurance: But only, That there are Degrees there- 
10 1 2. 6. But were not the Thef/alonians True Believers ? 


| Vet they had not this Aſſurance : They had only a Good 
Hope. 2 Theſſ. ii. 16. | 


A. The Text you refer to, runs thus: Now our Lord 
10g 3 Esus CR IST himſelf, and Gop, even our Father, 


which hath lowed us, and given us everlaſting Conſola- 
tion and good Hope, through Grace: Comfort your Hearts 
and eftabliſh you, in every good Word and Work. This 
S cod Hope does not exclude, but neceflarily implies a 
ſtrong Aſſurance of the Love of Gop. 
2. 7. But does not St. Paul ſay even of himſelf, 
I Cor. iv. 4. I know nothing by myſelf ; yet am I not here- 


. 3 
3 2 


. y juſtiſied? | | 
th, I He does not ſay of himſelf here, That he was not 


. ” juſtified : Or, that he did not know it: But only, That 
14 though he had a Conſcience void of Offence, yet this 


did not juſtify him before Gov. And muſt not every 

ied f * 4 . 3 . 
= Believer ſay the ſame? This therefore is wide of the 
Ta Point. | 
2. 8. But does he not diſclaim any ſuch Aſſurance 
d. in thoſe Words, 1 Cor. 1. 3. [vas with you in Weakneſs 


and in Fear, and in much trembling, 


oy A4. By no means. For theſe words do not imply any 


E Fear either of Death or Hell. They expreſs only a 


deep Senſe of his utter Inſufficiency for the great Work 
wherein he was engaged. 


2 2.9. However, does he not exclude Chriſtians in ge- 
== ner | from ſuch an Aflurance, when he bids them work 


at cher Salvation with Fear and Trembling. Phil. ii. 12. 


A. No 
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A. No more than from Love; which is always; join⸗ | 9 
ed with filial Fear and reverential Trembling. i 


And the ſame Anſwer is applicable to all thoſe Tes 


which exhort a Believer to fear. 
A: 10. But does not Matter of Fact prove, that zu- 
AL ing Faith does not neceſſarily imply Aſſurance? For can 
you, believe that ſuch a Perſon as F. A. or E. V. who 
3 Integrity, Zeal, and Fear of Gop, and 
walk ſo unblameably in all Things, is void of juſtifying 
Faith ? Can you ſuppoſe ſuch as theſe to be under the 
Wrath and under the Curſe of Gop ? Eſpecially if you 
add to this, that they are continually longing, ſtriv- 
ing, praying for the Aſſurance which they have , 
not ? 

4. This contains the very Strength of the Cauſe: 
And ſometimes inclines us to think, That ſome of theſe 
may be exempt Caſes. But however that be, we an- 
ſwer: 


1. It is dangerous to ground a General Doctrine on a 


few particular Experiments: 2 
+ 2, Men may have many good Tempers, and a blame- $3 


leſs Life (ſpeaking in a looſe Senſe), by Nature and Ha- 
bit, with preventing Grace; and yet not have Faith 7 


and the Love of Gon. 
3- Tis ſcarce poſſible for us to know all the Circum- 3 
Kances relating to ſuch Perſons, ſo as to judge certainly | 1 
concerning them. 25 
4 But this we know, If CHRIST is not revealed in 4 
them, They are not yet Chriſtian Believers. 4 : 
Q. 11. But what will become of them then, ſuppoſe 
they die in this State? 
4. That is a Suppoſition not to be made. 2 3 
They cannot die in this State. They mult go back- Y 
ward or forward. If they continue to ſeek, they will 
ſurely find Righteouſneſs, and Peace, and Joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt. We are confirmed in this belief by the many 
Inſtances we have ſeen, of ſuch as theſe finding Peace at 
the laſt Hour. And it is not impoſſible, but others may 
then be made Partakers of like precious Faith, and yet 
go hence without giving any outward Proof of the 
Change which Gop hath wrought, uy 
WEDNESDAY, 
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Converſation the Fifth. 
WEDNESDAY, 17. 


OW much is allowed by our Brethren cho 


ad- i differ from us, with Regard to entirg Sanc- 
„ ikcation?— 
1 A. They grant, 1. That every one muſt be entirely 


ſanctified, in the Article of Death: 
iv | 3 2. That till then, a Believer daily grows in Grace, 
1 omes nearer and nearer to Perfection. 
1 3. That we ought to be continually preſſing after 
e: this, and to exhort all others ſo to do. 
% 3 2. 2. What do we allow Them? | 
= 4 A. We grant, 1. That many of thoſe who hw died 
in the Faith, yea, the greater Part of thoſe we have 
7 4 nown, were not ſanctified throughout, not made uu 
fect i in Love, till a little before Death : a 
4 2. That the term, ſanQtified” is continually appli- 
1 ed by St. Paul, to all chat were juſtified, were true Be- 


MSI 


3. That by this Term 3 he rarely (if as means, 
3 ſaved from All Sin: 

4. That conſequently, it is not proper to uſe it in 
this Senſe, without adding the Word * Wholly, Entire- 
ly.“ or the like: | 

5. That the Inſpired Writers almoſt continually ſpeak 
of or to thoſe who were juſtified ; but very rarely, 

either of or to thoſe, who were wholly ſanctified: 

6. That conſequently, it behoves us to ſpeak in Pub- 
lick almoſt continually of the State of Juſtification : 
But more rarely, at leaſt in full and explicit Terms, 


5 concerning Entire Sanctification. 

my i . 3. What then is the Point wherein we divide ? 
ek 1 A. It is this: Whether we ſhou'd expect to be ſaved 
3 from all Sin, before the Article of Death ? 
men 2. 4. Is there any clear Scripture Promiſe of this ? 
f Au That Gop will fave us from al! Sin! 


A. There is. Pſalm, 1 30. 8. He ſoall redeem Iſrael 
rom all his Sins. N 
© | This 


? 
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This is more largely expreſt in the Propheſy of Fze- ® 
kiel : Then will I ſprinkle clean Water upon you, and you 
ſpall be clean; from all your Filthineſs and from all your | 

Laols will I cleanſe jou will alſo fave you from all your © 
Uncleanneſſes, c. xxxvi. v. 25, 29. No Promiſe can be 
more clear. And to this the Apoſtle plainly refers in 
that Exhortation, Hawing theſe Promiſes, let us cleanſe > 
ourſelv®, Frem all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, per- 

Fecting Holineſs in the fear of God. 2 Cor. 7. 1. Equal- 
ly clear and expreſs in that ancient Promiſe, The Lore 
thy God will circumciſe thine Heart and the Heart of thy 

| Seed, to love the Lord thy God with all thy Heart and J 


"with all thy Soul. Deut. xxx. 6. bw 
2 5. But does any aſſertion anſwerable to this, occur = 
in the New Teſtament ? | os = 


A. There does, and that laid down in the plaineſt 
Terms. So S. John. iii. 8. For this Purpoſe the Son of © 
God was manifeſted, that he might deſtroy the Works of the 
Devil. The Works of the Devil, without any Limita- 
tion or Reſtriction : But all Sin is the Work of the 
Devil. Parallel to which is that Aſſertion of St. Paul, 
Eph. v. 25, 27. Chriſt loved the Church and gave him- 
{elf for it that he might preſent it to himſelf a glorious 
Church, not having ſpot or wrinkle or any ſuch Thing, 

but that it ſhould be Holy and without Blemiſh, 
And to the ſame Effect is his Aſſertion in the viiith of 
the Romans (v. 3, 4.) God ſent his Son — that the 
Righteouſneſs of the Law might be fulfilled in us, walking * 
not after the Fleſh but after the Spirit. : 4 
2. 6, Does the New Teſtament afford any farther 
Ground, for expecting to be ſaved from all Sin? 
A. Undoubtedly it does, both in thoſe Prayers and 
Commands which are equivalent to the ſtrongeſtAſſertions. 
9. 7. What Prayers do you mean? = 
A. Prayers for Entire Sanctification; which were there 
no ſuch thing, wou'd be mere Mockery of Gop. Such, 
in particular, are 1. Deliver us from Eil; or rather, 5 
from the Evil one. Now when this is done, when we 
are delivered from all Evil, there can be no Sin remain 
ing. 2. Neither pray 1 for theſe alone, but for them al. 
fo which ſhall believe on me thro their Nord: That they i 
all may be One, as thou Father art in me and J in 7 ” | 
a that 
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bat they alſo may be One in us: I in them and Thou in 

"ime, that they may be made perfect in One. John xvii, 
20, 21, 23s | 

0 3. 1 . my Knees unto the God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt — that he wou'd grant you— that ye 
being rooted and grounded in Love, May be able to com- 
" Eprebend with all Saints, what is the Breadth and Leygth 
„and Height: And to know the Love of Chrift which pa 
.  Zeth Knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the Fulneſs 
/ God. Eph. iii. 14, 16—19. 4. The wery God of Peace 
ſanctiß you wholly. And I pray God, your whole Spirit 
„Poul and Body, be preſerved blameleſs, unto the coming of 
dur Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 1 Thell. v. 23. | 

* 2. 8. What Command is there to the ſame Effect? 
A. 1. Be ye perfect as your Father which is in Heaven 
Ii perfect. Matt. vi. ult. 

2. Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy Heart 
and abith all thy Soul, and with all thy Mind. Matt. xxii. 
37. But if the Love of Goo fill all the Heart, there 
Can be no Sin there. „ 7 
2. 9. But how does it appear, that this is to be done 
before the Article of Death ? TE 
: A. Firſt, from the very Nature of a Command, which 
is not given to the Dead, but to the Living. 


42S f 
„ berefore, Thou /balt love God with all thy Heart, 
” *ZKannot mean, Thou ſhalt do this when thou dieſt, but 
of while thou liveſt. | 
he = Secondly, from expreſs Texts of Scripture : 


1. The Grace of God that, bringeth Salvation hath ap- 
par d to all Men; Teaching us, that having renounced 


ner arena) Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, we ſhou'd 
ide ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in this preſent World : 


nd 2 coking for——the glorious appearing of our Lord Feſus 
ns. Cbriſt; avho gave himſelf for us, that he might redecm 


us from all Iniquity; and purify unto himſelf a peculiar 
People, zealous of Good Works, Tit. ii. 11—14. 
2. He hath raiſed up an horn of Salvation for us—ts 
perform the Mercy promiſed to our Fathers; the Oath which 
be fare to our Father Abraham, that he wwou'd grant 
Wnto us, That wwe being delivered out of the Hands of our 
Enemies, ſrou'd ſerve him without Fear, 1n Holineſs and 
1 %Üͤ;⁸⁵Ü—¹ Roabaiwe/+- - 
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Ki — before him, all the Days of our Life.” Luke 4 


LY-D% Os... : 2 
9. 10. Is there any Example in Scripture of Perſons 
who had attain'd to this ? £ 


A. Yes. St. John and all thoſe of whom he ſays in 
his firſt Epiſtle, c. iv. v. 17. Herein is our Love made _ 
prrfpt, that abe may have confidence i in the Day of Tudg- + 
ment, becauſe as hr is, fo are we in this World. 1 

2. Tt. But why are there not more Examples of this 
Kind, recorded in the New Teſtament ? F 

A. It does not become us to be peremptory in this 
Matter. One Reaſon might poſſibly be, Becauſe the 
Apoſtles wrote to the Church, while it was in a State of 
Infancy. Therefore they might mention ſuch Perſons 
the more ſparingly, leaſt they ſhou'd give ſtrong Meat to 
Babes. 5 
2. 12, Can you ſhew One ſuch Example Now? + 
V here is He that is thus Perfect? ; 

A. To ſome who make this Enquiry, one might An- 
ſwer, If I knew One here, I wou'd not tell 1. For 
vou do not enquire out of Love. You are like Herd 
You only ſeek the young Child, to ſlay it. © 

But more directly we anſwer, There are numberle{s; 
Reaſons, why there ſhou'd be few, (if any Indiſputa- 
ble) Examples. What Inconveniences wou'd this bring 
on the Perſon himſelf, ſet as a Mark for all to ſhoot at? 
What a Temptation wou'd it be to Others, not only to 3 
Men who knew not Gop, but to Believers themſelves, 
How hardly wou'd they refrain from idolizing ſuch 7 
Perſon? And yet, how unprofitable to Gain-ſayers /® 3 
For if they hear not Mo/es and the Prophets, Chriſt and | 
his Apoſtles, neither wou'd hoy be perſuaded, tho one 
roſe from the Dead. 2 

13. Suppoſe one had attain'd to this, wou 47 2 
re him to ſpeak of it? 

A. Not to them who know not Gop. It wou'd on 2 
provoke them to contradict and blaſpheme : Nor to an 
without ſome particular Reaſon, without ſome particulaſ 
Good in View. And then they ſhou'd have an eſpeci 
al Care, to avoid all Appearance of * And all * 

Pe; 
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'q deak more loudly and convincingly by their Lives, than 


ke | 
they can do by their Tongues. 
rſons "Y 2. 14. Is it a Sin, not to believe thoſe who ſay they 
have attain'd ? 
ys in 'F A. By no Means, even tho' they ſaid true. We 
made © ought not haſtily to believe, but to ſuſpend our Judg- 


ment, till we have full and ſtrong Proof. 

_ . 15. But are we not apt to have a ſecret Diſtaſte to 
this b any who ſay They are ſaved from all Sin ? 

A. "Tis very poſſible we may; and that on ſeveral 
this Grounds : Partly from a Concern for the Honour of 
the God, and the Good of Souls who may be hurt, yea, 
te of or turn'd out of the Way, if theſe are not what the 
wo by hoe: Partly from a Kind of Implicit Envy at thoſe 
who ſpeak of higher Attainments than our own : And 


udg- 7 


at to 
partly from our Slowneſs and Unreadineſs of Heart, to 
owl believe the Works of Gop. 
2.16. Does not the harſhly preaching Perfection tend 
An. to bringhelievers into a Kind of Bondage, or {laviſh Fear ? 
For A. It does. Therefore we ſhou'd always place it in 


ſerod the moſt amiable Light, ſo that it may excite only Hope, 
= Joy and Deſire. 
erle 2. 17. Why may we not continue inthe Joy of Faith 
eren till we are made Perfect? 
A. Why indeed? Since Holy Grief does not quench 
this Joy: Since even while we are under the Croſs, while 


ly to we deeply partake of the Sufferings of Chriſt, we may 
ves! © Rejoice with Joy Unſpeakable. | 
chi £2.18. Do we not diſcourage Believers from Rejoic- 
ers! ing evermore ? 

and A. We ought not ſo to do. Let them all their Life 


long, rejoice unto God, ſo it be with Reverence. And 
even if Lightneſs or Pride ſhou'd mix with their Joy, 
let us not ſtrike at the Joy itſelf (this is the Gift of Gop) 
but at that Lightneſs or Pride, — the Evil may ceaſe 
and 15 Good remain. 
. Ought we to be anxiouſly careful about Per- 
fete ? Leaſt we ſhou'd die before we have attain'd? 
A. In no wiſe. We ought to be thus careful for no- 
thing, neither Spiritual nor 'Temporal. 
Q. 20, 


30 


of the ſinful Nature which ſtill remains in us? 


20. But ought we not to be troubled, on Account 5 


A. It is good for us to have a deep Senſe of this, and 


to be much aſhamed before the Logp. But this ſhould | 
only incite us, the more earneſtly to turn unto CHRIST 


every Moment, and to draw Light, and Life, and 1 2 
Strength from him, that we may go on, conquering 7 
and to conquer. And therefore, when the Senſe of 


ouf Sin moſt abounds, the Senſe of his Love ſhould © 
much more abound. / 
2. 21. Will our Joy or our Trouble increaſe, as we 

ow in Grace? ; 

A. Perhaps both. But without doubt our Joy in the 
Lox will increaſe as our Love increaſes. | 

2. 22. Is not the teaching Believers to be continually 
poring upon their inbred Sin, the ready Way to make 
them forget that they were purged from their former 
Sins? 

A. We find by Experience, it is; or to make them 
under-value, and account it a little Thin : Whereas in- 
deed (tho there are ſtill greater Gifts bekind) | this is in- 
—_ great and pol 
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